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For many of us,  the start of a new financial year means it’s 
time to review our financial goals.

Below is a checklist  to  help you  plan for financial success.

1. Keep a budget
Do you know where  all your money goes? Very few people 
can answer this question accurately. Learning how and 
where you spend your money is the first step in managing 
your finances. The Australian Securities & Investments 
Commission (ASIC) has an excellent budgeting tool that’s 
free for you to use at www.fido.gov.au

2. Develop a safety buffer
You never know what’s around the corner! If an unexpected 
event occurs such as a car accident, unemployment or high 
medical bills, it is important to know that you have savings to 
tide you over should the worst occur. A high interest savings 
account such as our award winning XLR8 or eZYNET Direct 
account could be the way to go.

Aim to save 10% of your monthly income by paying yourself 
first. Our staff would be happy to help you set up the 
necessary payroll deductions to ensure your savings habit 
becomes automatic.

3. Avoid unnecessary fees and charges
We recommend using a Hunter United, Westpac or St George 
ATM. Westpac and St George ATMs are part of the Hunter 
United ATM network so you will not be charged any additional 
foreign ATM fees – it’s just like using one of Hunter United’s 
own ATMs*.

Pay your bills using BPAY, 
it’s quick, easy and most 
importantly  fee-free!

4. Consider consolidating  
your debts
It can be daunting to keep up with regular 
payments for all your credit cards, store cards 
and personal loans. Consider consolidating all 
your personal debt into one low rate credit card 
(Hunter United Credit Card is just 10.99%p.a.**). This 
will help save you interest and leave you with just one 
repayment to worry about.

5. Approaching retirement?
It’s never too late to improve your financial position ahead 
of retirement. We suggest you consult with our financial 
planning partners Insight Wealth Planning, about achieving 
the retirement you want. As a Hunter United member your 
initial consultation is FREE!
To find out more about how we can help you with any of 
these suggestions, visit a Hunter United branch or contact 
us on 4941 3888.

* Hunter United cardholders have 5 fee-free transactions a month from any 
Hunter United,  Westpac or St George ATM (5 in total). ** Terms, conditions 
& lending criteria apply. Interest is for purchases and is available to members 
with a Hunter United home loan. Interest is at 6/7/2010 and subject to 
change. Credit Provider is Hunter United Employees’ Credit Union Ltd. ABN 
68 087 650 182 AFSL No. 238316.

New Financial Year –  
New Financial Habits

It all comes 
back to you!
Hunter United is proud to partner in this 
national advertising campaign. The campaign 
promotes the real benefits credit unions provide  
to members. 

More details at www.comesbacktoyou.com.au

Stop press! 
Are your super fees  super high?Find out more inside...



Hunter United is pleased to introduce 
members to Auto Advantage - an easier, 

better way to buy your next car.

Auto Advantage is a reputable, independent, 
fee-free  service to save you time, money and 

stress when buying a new or used car. 

Managing Director, and NRMA Director, Kyle 
Loades knows a lot about buying and selling 

cars and explains how Auto Advantage can 
benefit Hunter United members.

Q: How can members save on their next car?

A: Auto Advantage uses its independent purchasing 
power to negotiate significant savings for you. This is 

achieved by receiving volume discounts from dealers 
because of the significant number of vehicles that we 

purchase on behalf of our clients. Some clients have 
saved hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars depending 
on the car and options they chose.

Q: Are you really independent?

A: Auto Advantage is completely independent and not 
aligned to any motor dealer or manufacturer allowing us to 
give professional advice to all aspects of your car purchase 
on any make or model.

Q: How much will it cost Hunter United members?

A: Our service is free to the member as we receive our fee 
from the dealer.

Q: How can you save time for members?

A: We guarantee savings by eliminating the need to shop 
around various dealers. Vehicles can be even be taken to  
the member’s house or place of work for assessment and for 
final delivery.

An Easier Way to Buy Your Car

E-statements  
Coming soon! 
In the coming months members using our Internet 
Banking service will be able to access their statements 
online, saving time, money & the environment! If you 
would like to use this service when it becomes available 
but you are not currently registered for Internet Banking, 
simply visit a branch or call us on 4941 3888 to set up your 

Internet Banking service.

Q: What other benefits can you provide members?

A: We find some people do not enjoy the negotiation 
process with car dealers. Auto Advantage makes car 
buying a stress free experience.

So next time you’re in the market for a new car call Hunter 
United on 4941 3888 to arrange an obligation free quote 
from Auto Advantage.

Mr Kyle Loades, Managing 
Director, Auto Advantage 

Tax discount on 
deposit interest
The Federal Government has announced that  
from 1 July 2011, individuals will be eligible 
for a tax discount equal to 50 per cent on up  
to $1,000 of interest earned, including on 
deposits held with any bank, building society 
or credit union, as well as bonds, debentures or 
annuity products.

For the latest interest rates on Hunter United  
savings accounts visit
www.hunterunited.com.au

@

Join us for our 11th reunion!
The 11th BHP Reunion and 2nd Newcastle Bar Mill 
Reunion will be held on Saturday, 25 September 2010
at 12.30pm at the Mayfield Sports Club, Crebert  
Street, Mayfield.

BHP Reunion Organiser – Aubrey Brooks
For any enquiries: Ph: 02 4984 5264
Email: obisan@hunterlink.net.au
Website: www.niha.org.au	



YOUR CHANCE TO WIN $500!
The following image is from our recent RSA Pension Fund ads. You could win $500* just by identifying the missing 
piece in the mind jigsaw.
To enter simply fill in the form and return to any Hunter United branch or mail by 31 August 2010 to:

Hunter United Jigsaw Competition
130 Lambton Road
Broadmeadow NSW 2292

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone: _____________________________________________________________

email:_________________________________________________________________________

Member Number (optional): _____________________________________________

The missing piece in the mind jigsaw is: 

“Pe              f  M      d” 

?

!
Stop press!  

Hunter United Retirement Savings Account – Fees and average 5 year return on $50,000 account balance

*Period from 1 July 2005 to 30 June 2010. Warning: Past performance should not be taken as indicative of future performance. The rate of return is 
not guaranteed.

* Entries close 31/8/2010. The winner will be drawn randomly on 9/9/2010. The prize is $500 deposited directly into 
a Hunter United savings account in the winner’s name. For full terms & condition visit www.hunterunited.com.au/
puzzlecomp. Authorised under NSW permit No. LTPS/10/05981

You may be wondering whether the fees charged by 
your super fund provide you with value for money. 
A recent article titled “High fees not best guide” in 
the Australian Financial Review (30/6/10)  found that  
“Super funds that charge the highest fees do not 
always deliver the best returns”. 
According to research firm SuperRatings, the 10 
cheapest funds easily outperformed the 10 most 
expensive funds over a five year period. SuperRatings  

found the average return over five years to May 2010 

on a $50,000 account balance was:

• 4.45%p.a. for the 10 cheapest  funds; compared to

• just 1.93%p.a. for the 10 most expensive funds.

The fees charged by these funds on a $50k balance 

ranged from $197 to $1,860 a year. In comparison, 

Hunter United’s Retirement Savings Account suite 

delivered the following*:

Are you getting value for money from your super fund?

Establishment Fee Investment Management Fee Monthly Admin. Fee Average 5 year return* (%p.a.)

Hunter United 
Super Fund $0 $0 $5 ($60 a year) 4.50%

Hunter United 
Pension Fund $0 $0 $5 ($60 a year) 5.32%

   

So with the start of the new financial year, it’s time to check the fees charged by your super fund and make 
sure you’re getting value for money.



Green Car Loan...
Save on fuel and save on finance when  

you buy a Green Car with a Hunter United  
Green Car Loan. Just visit the website 

www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au and check 
out  which vehicles meet 

the minimum 4.5 star 
green rating and discover 

how much you can save 
on your fuel bill. By purchasing  

a “Green Car” you are eligible for 
Hunter United’s reduced rate Green Car Loan!

Green Home Loan...
When buying your next home it pays to check for:

•  insulation,
•  solar / gas / heat pump hot water,
•  water tank,
•  “AAA” rated water efficient fittings, or
•  solar PV panels.

Not only will it help reduce your 
household bills in the long run but help 

you get a lower interest rate on a Green Home Loan.

With these two new products along with the Green Saver 
Loan – for purchasing solar PV, water tanks, insulation and 
other household energy savers - Hunter United now has a  
full suite of discounted Green Loans to help you achieve 
sustainable living and reward you for going green!

Find out how you could save with one of our Green Loans 
visit a branch or arrange an appointment with a Lending 
Manager on 02 4941 3888.

Cash back to green 
your home 
Did you know you can get $300 for a climate-friendly hot 
water system, up to $1500 for a rainwater tank, $150 for a 5 
star water efficient washing machine, $200 for a 4 star dual 
flush toilet, $150 for a hot water circulator unit and $35 to 
recycle your second fridge?*. 

That’s up to $2,335 in NSW Government rebates!  

 Hunter United “Money Matters” issued and credit provided by Hunter United Employees’ Credit Union Ltd. ABN 68 087 650 182 AFSL No. 238316

Making sustainability 
achievable
To help members take action to reduce water and 
energy use at home, Hunter United has been busy 
developing our suite of Green Lending products. As 
an organisation we too have taken up the challenge 
of improving our own sustainability and reducing our 
impact on the environment.
To help us achieve financial and environmental 
savings, the Board is pleased to announce that 
Hunter United will participate in the Sustainability 
Advantage Program. Sustainability Advantage is a 
business support Program from the Department 
of Environment, Climate Change and Water NSW. 
It is designed to help organisations understand 
sustainability, successfully manage for a better 
environment and add business value.
Hunter United is proud to be the first local financial 
institution to become a Member of this important 
Program. We will join more than 420 organisations, 
including other local businesses Hunter Water 
Corporation, Newcastle Airport Limited and 
EnergyAustralia which are already making significant 
savings through the Program.
Over the next 12-18 months we will work on three 
Program modules, Vision Commitment and Planning, 
Resource Efficiency and Staff Engagement. We look 
forward to updating you on our progress.

For more information on Sustainability Advantage 
and other Government environmental initiatives, visit 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au

It’s Easy Being Green!
For your convenience you can even elect to have your 
rebate directly deposited into your Hunter United account.

So don’t miss out and join more than 260,000 households 
who have received NSW Government rebates to save 
power and water at home. 

For more information about applying for the rebates,  
call the Environment Line on 1300 361 967 or email 
rebates@environment.nsw.gov.au   * Terms & conditions apply.


